
1 

Lower Elementary Homeschooling, Volume 3  
Crafts Edition 

 
In our lower elementary classrooms, we are constantly building, creating, and working with our 
hands. Handwork cultivates coordination, concentration, and offers opportunities for 
self–correction. We experience how practice improves our skills. We can practice until we’ve 
reached self-perfection, or until we’re fully satisfied. In doing so, we’re refining the fine motor 
skills of our fingers and hands, which leads to improved penmanship—and everyone knows how 
Ms. Nedeau and Mrs. Robbins love beautiful cursive!  

 
Crafting offers multiple avenues for meaningful creations. It connects our sensorial experiences 
to our imaginations, resulting in beautiful, one-of-a-kind, designs. Many of the suggestions 
below are inspired by your ideas, and all of the extraordinary work we witness in the classroom 
and beyond.  

 
Mathematics 
 

● Multiplication Flowers 
o Choose a number between 1 and 12 to practice your multiples of. (e.g., 7)  
o Draw the circular center of your flower, and write your chosen number inside it.  
o Create 12 small petals around the circular center, and write the numbers 1-12 in 

order inside each small petal.  
o Above each small petal, write the answer to your chosen number multiplied by the 

number inside the small petal (e.g., Center 7, Small petal 2, Answer 14) 
o Draw a larger petal around your answer, creating a second layer of larger petals.  
o Continue until you’ve multiplied your number by all the numbers that make up 

the small petals, and your flower is complete.  
o Add color to your flower as you’d like. 

▪ You could create an entire garden of multiple flowers! 
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● Multiplication Necklaces  
o Collect an assortment of similarly sized beads, as well as 10-12 larger beads or 

stoppers (lifesaver rings, or nuts/washers from a tool kit work well for this too), 
and string.  

o Choose the number you would like to count by, and begin stringing your beads to 
create your necklace. 

▪ For example, if you chose the number 4, you would string 4 beads, then 
place a stopper.  

▪ Continue until you’ve created 10-12 groups of your chosen number.  
o Once complete: 

▪ You can use your necklace to help you count, or wear it around your neck! 
▪ You could make it into a bead chain for a younger sibling. 
▪ Lay the necklace out, and write tickets for each multiple.  

▪ For example, if you made a necklace of 4’s, you would place a 
ticket for 4, 8, 12, 16, etc. at each stopper.  
 

● Building the Squares and Cubes of Numbers 
o Using squared graph paper, or even Legos, build the squares or cubes of the 

numbers 1-10.  
 
Geometry 
 
● Area Art (many of you have done this in the classroom) 

o Create a scene, character, or design on graph paper using shapes (such as rectangles, 
triangle, and parallelograms) and calculate the area of each shape.  

▪ Bonus challenge: find the perimeter of your figures, or the total area of the 
negative and positive space in your drawing.  

o Write your name in block letters on graph paper, and find the area of each letter.  
 

● Geometric Solids: Create Your Own! 
o Using toothpicks and small balls of playdough or mini marshmallows as the fasteners, 

and build the following geometric solids: 
▪ Cube 
▪ Pyramid 
▪ Triangular Based Pyramid 
▪ Rectangular Based Pyramid  
▪ Tetrahedron  
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Language 
 

● Book Review  
o Design a new cover for the book you are reading, or your favorite book. 
o Pick your favorite scene from a book and draw it out. 
o Create a comic strip depicting one of your favorite books.  

 
● Scribble Spelling 

o Draw lines running crisscross both horizontally and vertically on a blank sheet of 
paper. 

o Practice one spelling word per section on your paper by writing it multiple times.  
 

 
 

● Suffix Stems and Root Word Plants  
o Draw a flower or plant. (Or a bug!) 
o If practicing suffixes, write the suffix along the stem, and the other portion of the 

word as the leaf or flower.  
o If practicing root words, write the root word among the roots, and the other 

portion of the word as the leaf or flower.  
o Create your own root word or suffix garden: 

▪ You could use old newspaper and magazines to make a collage.  
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Botany and Biology 
 

● Fruit Stamping 
o Cut a succulent fruit such as an apple, pear, pepper, orange, berry, or plum in half.  
o Lightly dip your fruit into paint, and stamp it on paper.  

▪ Create a beautiful design, and then label the parts of the fruit.  
 

● The Life Cycle of a Plant  
o Create a poster showing the life cycle of a plant. 
o Draw the different stages of a plant growing in your yard. 

▪ Plants are just starting to sprout out of the ground, and if you observe a 
fern you will see it spiral out and grow! 

 
Geography 
 

● Embroidered Maps 
o Trace the outline of a continent, country, or state onto a piece of embroidery 

cloth.  
o Using a needle and thread, embroider your chosen landform. 

▪ You could even embroidery a world map, and make it into a blanket.  
 

● Flag Banners 
o Create a country’s flag out of construction paper. 
o On the back, write interesting facts about that country, such as the capital city, or 

main imports and exports.  
o Create your own personal flag, and on the back write why you chose those 

particular colors and designs to represent yourself.  
 

● Create Your Own Sundial  
o Choose a place outside to build your sundial.  
o Figure out which way north is; that is where your 12 o’clock will be. 

▪ An alternative way of doing this would be to place a stick in a sunny spot, 
and then go out every hour on the hour and place a rock where the shadow 
hits.  

▪ After a few hours, you will have part of your sundial complete.  
o You can make your sundial simple or decorative. 

▪ Think of creative ways to make the numbers to represent the hours. 
● Paint the numbers on rocks. 
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● Use different items from your yard (flowers, leaves, pinecones) 
and lay them out in the shape of numbers.  

● Travel Brochures  
o Pick a famous landmark in the world. 

▪ For example, you could choose the Great Wall of China. 
o Create a travel brochure or poster about the location. 

▪ Considerations: 
● What does it look like? Be sure to include an illustration. 
● When it was built or discovered? 
● What’s its importance (defense, worship)?  
● Where is it located? 
● What other interesting facts might entice people to visit it? 

 
Music 
 

● From Sound to Sight  
o Choose a piece of instrumental music to listen to.  

▪ First, listen through the entirety of the piece.  
▪ Listen to it a second time, and as you do begin to draw lines and shapes 

that you feel the music is telling you.  
o Perhaps, you’d like to draw a scene that you feel the music would be good 

background music for! 
 

● Make Your Own Instrument 
o Use household items to create a musical instrument.  

▪ You could use two plates and staple them together with beans, rice, or 
beads inside to create a tambourine.  

▪ An old Kleenex box with rubber bands over the opening could make a 
guitar. 

▪ Once your instrument is made, you might want to write your own song to 
play on it! 

 
History 
 

● Clock Making  
o Create a stylistic clock face using Roman Numerals. 

▪ Add an hour and minute hand using pipe cleaners, sticks, or popsicle 
sticks, and use your clock to practice time-telling.  
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● Civilization Dioramas 
o Pick an ancient civilization to depict; perhaps, it’s one you’ve already done 

research on.  
o Find an empty shoe box or medium sized box to use.  
o On paper, plan how you would like to represent your ancient civilization.  
o Considerations: 

▪ Backdrop: What was the terrain like where they lived? 
▪ Shelter: What types of materials did they use to build their houses? 
▪ Food and Water Sources: What types of crops did they grow? Did they 

rely upon a body of water? 
▪ Elements of Culture: What type of art did they create? Did they build 

religious monuments? 
▪ Collect the raw materials you will need to build with, and begin building! 

 
● Prehistoric Art 

o Only use items you find in your yard that are created by nature.  
o Create a piece of artwork only using those items.  

▪ Remember, you can’t use anything man made like string or glue. 
 
Further Handwork & Craft Ideas:  

● Potato Stamp Prints 
● Cross-stitch 
● Paper Weaving 
● Origami  
● Kirigami (variation of origami that includes the cutting of paper)  
● Weaving  
● Knitting 
● Beadwork or Jewelry Making 
● Calligraphy  
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