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This content is meant to be used as reference during your conversations with your teachers. They 
will be creating individual plans and goals for each child during your weekly conversations, 
which will look different for everyone, just like it is in the classroom. Your teachers will utilize 
these lists in their conversations with you, and can filter and direct you towards the ideas they 
think will work best for your children.  
 

Lower and Upper Elementary Homeschooling, Volume 5 

Community Edition 

Over the past few weeks, we have been so inspired by the ways in which our Upper and Lower 
Elementary classrooms are continuing to connect as a community, despite being physically 
distant. So this week, with the help of Ms. White and Ms. Coad, all of the Elementary teachers 
teamed up to bring you an extra special edition that is all about embracing and enriching our FBS 
Community and our larger community, as well!  

 
We know that all human beings are social creatures and benefit from time spent with others. This 
is such a unique time for us to think creatively about how we can connect and support those 
around us. Each one of you is so kind and compassionate, and capable of spreading love and joy 
to those around you. We cannot wait to hear about how you do that in our upcoming 
conversations!  
 
As you ponder how you can connect with others, you might also consider reading through the 
previous volumes once again. As you do, think through which of those suggestions could be 
done virtually with a classmate, friend or family member. There are so many!  
 
Mathematics  

● Make a set of flash cards for a younger sibling or younger student for them to use to 
practice their equations: 

○ On one side, write the equation (2 x 4 = ) 
○ On the reverse side, write the answer (2 x 4 = 8) 

● Although suggested in a previous volume, this would be a really fun week to create your 
own version of a Montessori material for yourself, a sibling or another child at our 
school. To get you inspired, here are some ideas:  

○ Checkerboard 
○ Decimal Board  
○ Binomial Cube  
○ Bead Bars 
○ Finger Chart  
○ Small bead frame (like the one Mrs. McEneely made, pictured below!) 
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●  
 

● Traveling Equation!  
○ Start by writing a math problem of any sort.  

■ For example, 234 x 32 = ?  
○ Send it to a friend so they can solve it.  
○ Once solved, your friend can take the answer they got and use it in the next 

problem they create.  
■ For example, 234 x 32 = 7488.  
■ Their next problem might be 7488  6 = ?÷  

○ Send that problem to a third friend and the ongoing equation can continue!  
○ Be sure to show your work!  
○ **You can also amplify this by creating a mega word problem together!  

 
Geometry 

● Geometric shapes, lines, and angles are everywhere in your neighborhood! Go on a 
geometry hunt around your neighborhood and see how many you can find! Pay particular 
attention to traffic signs! Can you create a geometry scavenger hunt and challenge a 
friend to try it? Here are some hints to get you started: 
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○ What kind of polygon do you see when you look at a Stop Sign? What shape is a 
Crosswalk Sign? What about a Yield Sign? Can you find other types of polygons 
as you look at homes, landscaping, streets and sidewalks?  

○ Think about lines! Can you find two streets that are parallel? What about 
perpendicular?  

○ Do you see different kinds of angles? Acute? Obtuse? Right? Straight?  
 
Language  

● Make a set of phonogram cards for a younger student or sibling.  
● This is such a perfect opportunity to write letters! We all know the incredible joy that is 

felt upon receiving a letter!  
○ Write a thank you note to essential workers: 

■ Doctors, nurses, and other first responders 
■ Grocery store clerks, mail carriers and delivery workers  
■ Custodial staff members  
■ Mail men and woman  

○ Write a letter to a classmate, friend, or family member 
○ Write a letter to an elderly member of your community 
○ Make your own postcards and send them off!  

● Read a book aloud to a younger student or family member via Facetime or Zoom. You 
could even create your own story or book to share!  

● Share the gift of poetry with a friend or family member! Some options you might 
consider: 

o Haiku 
o Limerick 
o Sonnet 
o Acrostic  

 
History 

● Interview a family member or friend who has lived through an interesting historical time 
to ask them what it was like. People love sharing their special stories! 

● Remember that right now, YOU are living through a major historical moment! If you 
have not yet done so, begin writing down your feelings and experiences about daily life 
during Covid-19. We are all having so many new and unusual experiences. You might 
even consider collecting newspaper clippings and other primary sources to save in a 
special book or box. One day, someone of a future generation will want to interview you 
about this fascinating time!  

 
Geography  

● Create a Community Circle!  
○ Gather or cut out 6 differently sized circles that range from small to large.  
○ Circumscribe the circles so the smallest is at the center, and the largest is your 
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bottom layer. The smallest circle will represent your house.  
○ Draw your house, and add any additional information you would like.  
○ Continue going from my house to my city or town, my state, my country, my 

continent and then the largest circle will be your planet.  
○ On each circle, draw a picture to represent your given state, country, etc.  

■ As you work through this, think about going smaller than your home or 
larger than the world! (ie my room, or my galaxy) 

■ You could include a sentence of two of information about each one as 
well.  

 
 

● Create a Fundamental Needs Chart for your family! Create a chart to represent how you 
and your family meet your needs: Consider: 

○ What materials are your clothes made out of? 
○ What do you depend on for transportation? 
○ What’s your house made of? 
○ What types of food do you eat? 
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● Create a salt dough world map, or a map of the United States. 

○ Step 1: Make the dough: 
■  Using your hands, mix together 4 cups of flour, 2 cups of salt, 2 cups of 

water, and 2 tablespoons of cream of tartar. 
○ Step 2: Trace the country (or countries): 

■ Print out an outline of the U.S.A. map or the continents. 
● Here is a good website for printing maps: 

○ https://www.seterra.com 
■  Cut out the outline or landform of your chosen map  

○ Step 3: Press the dough onto the map. 
○ Step 4: Mark on your map: 

■ Where you have family or friends living  
■ Where you’ve traveled  
■ Where you’d like to travel someday  

● Be sure to include a key for your map! 
● Plan a neighborhood scavenger hunt for you and your friends! You can report back how 

it went and the neat things you found!  
 
Biology 

● Create a small space for compost in your outdoor environment.  
● Weed out any invasive species in your yard, such as dandelions. 
● Earth Day was a few days ago! There are so many ways we can actively care for our 

planet. For example, on your next walk, bring a garbage bag with you and collect any 
trash you see!  

● Build a birdhouse: 
○ https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/diy-birdhouse-ideas-4161116 

● Plant herbs to harvest and share with friends and family 
● Plant a garden in your backyard and coordinate with your friends to take turns caring for 

it. Share what you harvest with friends and family.  
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Science 
● Cooking is a form of science! As you master your favorite recipes, consider creating a 

recipe book that you could share with a classmate, friend or family member. You might 
even reach out to a group of your classmates and find a way to create a recipe book 
together. You could also come up with simple recipes that could be shared with a 
younger child.  

● Science is only useful if it is shared with the community. For that reason, a scientist’s 
primary goal is to discover or do something that can be successfully replicated by 
someone else. Can you write up a science experiment, including your hypothesis, the 
materials, and the procedure, and give it to someone else to try? See if they get the same 
results as you did!  

 
Music 

● Did you know that creating and listening to music is a great way to improve your mood? 
Put on a virtual concert for a family member or friend! You can sing songs or play an 
instrument if you have one. Grandparents especially will be overjoyed by your 
performances!  

 
Art 

● Try out homemade mask making!  
○ Supplies:  

■ A piece of 5½ “x 8” fabric, folded in half 
■ 2 rubber bands 
■ Large needle, pins, and scissors  
■ Embroidery thread, cut to 24”  
■ A 5” x 1” piece of cardboard 
■ 2 hair elastics (or other form of elastic thread)  

○ Instructions: 
1. Fold the fabric over the cardboard.  
2. Sew the bottom edge with a running stitch.  
3. For each side, place cardboard at the edge and secure it with a rubber 

band. 
● This will keep the rubber band stretched out, and will make the 

sewing more manageable. 
4.  Fold the edge over the rubber band and pin it. Use the running stitch again 

to sew the last side.  
5. Attach hair elastics (or a short piece of elastic thread) to each side to 

secure the mask to your ears.  
○ Other mask making options can be found here:  

https://www.today.com/style/how-make-face-mask-fabric-home-t177225 
● Create colorful posters to place in your front windows for passerby, or a delivery person 

to enjoy! 
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● Write joyful messages on the sidewalk or driveway using chalk.  
 

Practical Life 
● Sweep a neighbor’s sidewalk/driveway 
● Double or triple a recipe you love and distribute the extras to friends and family in your 

neighborhood!  
 
General  

● Our Elementary classrooms are beautiful because of the materials you make for them! Is 
there something you would like to make for the classroom that we can display and use 
next year? You could even mail it to your teacher for safe keeping!  

○ Example sentences for Sentence Analysis? 
○ Word problems?  
○ A science experiment write-up? 
○ A poem? 
○ A list of book suggestions or even a more formal book review? 

● Share your favorite book or a puzzle you’ve already completed with your classmates by 
organizing a contactless exchange. Items you might consider exchanging:  

○ Books (non-fiction and fiction)  
○ Jigsaw puzzles 
○ Board games 
○ Recipes 
○ Crafting tools 
○ Building materials such as legos  
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