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This content is meant to be used as reference during your conversations with your teachers. They 
will be creating individual plans and goals for each child during your weekly conversations, 
which will look different for everyone, just like it is in the classroom. Your teachers will utilize 
these lists in their conversations with you, and can filter and direct you towards the ideas they 
think will work best for your children.  
 

Upper Elementary Homeschooling, Volume 4 

Mathematics  
● Review your divisibility rules by creating a divisibility chart! Remember that certain 

numbers have similar rules: 
○ 2, 5 and 10 
○ 3 and 9 
○ 4 and 8  
○ 7 and 11  

● Grab your colored pencils, a ruler and graph paper, and do Geometric Form of 
Multiplication!  

● Practice finding the average, median and mode of various number sets.  
● Write your own DVT (distance, velocity, time) or PIRT (principal, interest, rate, time) 

problems  
● Set up a store in your home by gathering items and placing price tags on them. Then set 

up a cash register using real money or play money (from a board game or even create 
money using colored paper). Give your family members a certain amount of money to 
spend, and then as the cashier you total up their purchases and provide the correct 
change!  

 
Geometry 

● Do you remember the Family Tree of Quadrilaterals? Test your knowledge to see if you 
can draw or make all 7 types of quadrilaterals! What makes each of them unique and how 
are they related to one another on the family tree?  

● A brilliant Greek mathematician named Thales figured out how to measure the height of 
the Great Pyramid in an unconventional way! He stuck his walking stick into the ground 
and watched it’s shadow as the sun rose and set in the sky. At a very particular point in 
the day, the stick's shadow equaled the exact height of the stick (which he had measured). 
Thales was so excited and realized that if he measured the Great Pyramid’s shadow at 
that exact same time of day, he would know it’s true height. Can you replicate what 
Thales did with a tree perhaps? Or a building?  
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● Geometry in nature is everywhere. The next time you go into your backyard or for a 
walk, can you find some examples? I’ll give you a few starting points; have you ever 
looked closely at a bee’s honeycomb? What regular polygon do you see? What about a 
spider web…? Write a list of all the shapes you see, or (carefully!) measure the shapes 
and see if you can determine the perimeter and area! 

 
Language  

● Write a children’s story! You might consider giving it as a gift to a younger sibling or 
mailing it to a cousin, neighbor or friend! 

● Write an imaginary job application. To get you thinking creatively, what skill sets would 
a person need to be successful in the following careers?  

○ Trapeze Artist 
○ Mime 
○ Theme Park Designer  
○ Stunt Double 
○ Taste Tester 
○ Crayon Color Namer  

● Create a questionnaire. You might even ask the same set of questions to multiple people 
and then chart or graph the data.  

● Do a text merge! Choose a page from a fiction book and a page from a non-fiction book. 
It may be helpful to photocopy the pages if you have a copier at home. Then, using only 
words from those pages, write a story, a collection of silly sentences, or a poem!  

● Create advertisements or a formal invitations for made-up events or events that you can 
actually host in your home, such as:  

○ A performance by you and/or your siblings 
○ A themed family dining experience  
○ A family game night  

 
History 

● Research a historical figure, but write it in the first person, as if you are that famous 
individual! When you are finished, you can even dress up as this person and present your 
research to your family at home, or to friends and family via FaceTime!  

● Create a timeline of a person’s life or of particular period in history. If you’d like a really 
big challenge, create a timeline of an entire civilization! Be sure to think carefully about 
the scale for this work, depending on how much time and information you are covering 
such as:  

○ 1 inch for every year 
○ 1 foot for every century 
○ 1 yard for every decade 
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Geography  
● Create a map of your own neighborhood!  

○ What might you include in your legend? 
○ How could you indicate the scale or size of the neighborhood on paper? 
○ Hint: graph paper will be the best kind of paper to use for this! 

● Orienteering is the sport of navigation and is an activity that could be fun for your entire 
family! Have one person hide an object in your backyard or at a park. Then, that person 
can create instructions for how to find the object. For example, “walk twenty paces west 
of the boulder.” For this activity, you’ll need a paper map and a compass. This is a great 
way to refine your navigation skills and get some practice with the four cardinal 
directions. You could even have all members of your family work individually to find the 
object and see who gets there first!  

● We have been experiencing some interesting weather recently! Where is this snow 
coming from? Try your hand at tracking the weather. Perhaps you could create a graph of 
your data? Based on that data and the trends you see, could you start predicting the 
weather for the following day? How might the type of clouds in the sky help you predict 
the weather? 
 

Biology 
● Write a research about one of the many plants that changed the course of history. Some 

particularly notable plants are:  
○ Pepper  
○ Cacao 
○ Date 
○ Coffee 
○ Coconut 
○ Banana 

● Scientific classification is when scientists group plants based on similar characteristics. 
Could you classify the plants in your house or in your backyard? Think about leaf 
venation, simple vs. compound leaves, type of stem, etc.  

 
Science 

● Make your own lava lamp!  
○ Materials: 

■ Clear jar or glass 
■ Water 
■ Food coloring 
■ Oil 
■ Salt  
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○ Procedure:  
■ Fill the jar ¾ of the way with water  
■ Add drops of food coloring until you are satisfied with the color (you 

don’t want it to be too dark) 
■ Fill the jar almost to the top with oil (what do you notice?? What 

conclusions can you make?) 
■ Pour salt in the jar until you see the lava lamp effect! (you can even shine 

a flashlight behind the jar for added fun!) 
■ What do you think is happening here? See if you can figure it out and 

report back to me!  
 
Music 

● Choose one of your favorite songs and create new lyrics to that same tune,  just like we 
sing “The Preposition Song” to the tune of Yankee Doodle!  

● An Orchestra of Bottles: this is a classic activity that I hope you’ll try! Simply fill five or 
six bottles/glasses with varying amounts of water and either blow across the top of the 
bottle or wet your finger and trace the rim to make beautiful sounds.  

 
Art 

● Try out the hilariously fun game called “Create Your Own Picasso” shared by Ms Coad! 
(see in PDF) 

 

All rights reserved © 2020 Forest Bluff School. 
 



5 

Practical Life 
● Try out a recipe you have never tried before 
● Learn how to use an appliance in your home that you have never used before  
● Sewing, needlepoint, crochet  
● Go through some of your family’s photos and create a photo album. 
● Create a scrapbook! One theme could be all of the activities you and your family are 

doing during this time at home.  
○ Use colorful paper, pens, colored pencils, etc. and add pictures to make beautiful 

pages in your book!  
● When I was younger, every year my family and I did a spring clean out of the garage! 

You never know what you might find! 
● Build a bird feeder!  
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