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Settling in for the Holiday Season
CELEBRATING & LEARNING
ABOUT DIWALI
For Diwali this year, the children read
and learned about the Hindu Festival of
Lights in a variety of ways. Some listened
to stories of Rama and Sita, some made
Rangoli designs, some created special
candles, some read books about the 5day festival, and some even got to share
a meal of curry, naan, rice, samosas, and
lentils. Thank you to Karnik and Nithya
for sharing your holiday with others in
the Upper Elementary class!

Celebrating the Holidays

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOV 18 • 8:45 AM

As holiday decorations go up in stores, joyful anticipation can also be

Montessori from the Start
Book Discussion (for 0-3 parents)

accompanied by stress and expectations. Make it as joyful and meaningful as

NOV 19

anxiety and mental health concerns are all around us. Your children will

Deadline for For Small Hands
Montessori Services Orders

remember and often continue the traditions you share with them as they grow

NOV 22-26

you can for your children, especially during this time of the pandemic, when

up. Focus on just being together—reading on the couch, making holiday meals
as a family in the kitchen, singing songs around the piano, wrapping gifts for
loved ones together, and baking and decorating sweets. Then, on the days that
are most special to you, share the rituals that are significant to your family.
Whether it's lighting the diya for Diwali, lighting the candles of the menorah
each evening of Hanukkah, building a fire outside on the Winter Solstice, or
setting up your nativity scene on Christmas morning, tell the stories of your
family to your children, so they learn that they have a special place in your
family's history. These are the things they will cherish for years to come. In
each family, you yourselves are a gift to each other!
"LOVE AND THE HOPE OF IT ARE NOT THINGS ONE CAN LEARN; THEY ARE A
PART OF LIFE'S HERITAGE."
-MARIA MONTESSORI

Thanksgiving Break

NOV 29

School Resumes

NOV 30 • 6:00 PM

Montessori Today
Book Discussion (for 6-12 parents)

DEC 8 • 6:00 PM

Montessori: A Modern Approach
Book Discussion (for 3-6 parents)

Forest Bluff

School Journals
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Socialization in the Montessori Environment
SOCIAL SITUATIONS IN THE CLASSROOM

In the Montessori environment, social
situations are handled differently than
we might remember in our own
educational background.
In the Young Children's Community,
children are beginning to become
aware that they can affect others by
their actions. They are learning basic
social skills, such as waiting and asking
for help. If they're struggling with this,
they sit with their Director and do
something together. They are learning
how to live in community with others.

"TWO THINGS ARE
NECESSARY: THE
DEVELOPMENT OF
INDIVIDUALITY AND
THE PARTICIPATION OF
THE INDIVIDUAL IN A
TRULY SOCIAL LIFE."
DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

Courtesy presentations by the teacher:
how to walk carefully around a rug and
how to say, "Excuse me," so they don't
bump into someone. They interact with
other children as they grow, and the 5
year olds who stay all day begin to work
with each other as they prepare for their
move
into
the
2nd
Plane
of
Development.
In

the

Elementary

Montessori

classroom, children are extremely social
and are forming their own moral code.
Lessons are now given to small groups of
children, rather than individually, and
almost all follow-up work is done with a
partner (or two or three). The children
love working with each other and spend
their entire day interacting with their
classmates. This provides them with
unlimited opportunities for social growth
and learning. When they are working out
who will do which part of the timeline on
the Coming of Life, or who wants to play
together outside, or what work they will
choose to do next, they are learning to
navigate the ins and outs of every
possible social scenario. With their

it doesn't. Either way, they face the
consequences of their choices. They
learn that when they are respectful and
kind, others want to work with them. As
the teacher observes these situations
unfold, she makes note of what she
observes and later teaches a Grace and
Courtesy lesson to the class. Using
humor, and role playing a variety of
decisions and outcomes, the children
learn the proper way to act and behave.
Once children are in the Secondary
Level, they are entering the third plane
of development and have turned
inward again. Young adolescents are
more interested in what their peers
think than their parents, and they're
working to determine their place in and
their contribution to society. They are
preparing to move into the wider world,
and their teachers work to help them
through this time of transition.

society. It is a safe place in which they

reasoning minds, they figure out what
they think is best in that moment.

"WE CANNOT GIVE
PRINCIPLES BY
TEACHING THEM, BUT
BY PROLONGED SOCIAL
EXPERIENCE."

learn social skills through Grace and

Sometimes it works out, and sometimes

DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

Once children move into the Primary
classroom, even though they are still
working on their individual development,
the class is seen as a microcosm of

