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Happy Holidays to You!
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
NEXT MONDAY & TUESDAY

Our annual Holiday Boutique returns
December 13 and 14! Each year, our
pop-up

shop

is

hosted

by

our

Secondary Level students. Please stop
by at all drop-off and pick-up times to
shop for handmade items created by
them. You'll find beautiful gifts for
family and friends, such as pottery,
sugar scrubs, stationery, handmade
books, bracelets, and baked goods, as
well as Lands' End Forest Bluff School
tote bags! All proceeds benefit their
Winter Trip to DC this February.

Summer Session 2022

Even as we enter the winter season, we are already making plans for our Summer
Session classes at Forest Bluff School. Having your child continue in our Montessori
environment through the month of June is vital to their development. As we know,
children change and grow so much in a few months, and the less time they are away
from the prepared Montessori environment, the easier it is to stay ahead and restart
at the beginning of the next school year. Over the summer, regression can take place
in a child's acquisition of language, self-control, and independence. To prevent that
happening, we highly recommend that you enroll your child in our summer session
program. The Young Children's Communities and Primary classrooms begin
immediately following the end of the 2021-22 school year, and the Elementary
classes follow Drama Week in June. More information will be shared in January, but
please mark your calendars with these dates:

YCC & Primary: May 31-June 24, Monday-Friday 9 am-12 pm
Lower Elementary: June 6-24, Monday-Friday 9 am-12 pm
Upper Elementary: June 6-10, Monday-Friday 9 am-3 pm
"THE CHILD SEEKS FOR INDEPENDENCE BY MEANS OF WORK:
AN INDEPENDENCE OF BODY AND MIND."
-MARIA MONTESSORI

UPCOMING EVENTS
DEC 8 • 6-7 PM

Montessori: A Modern Approach
Book Discussion (for 3-6 parents)
DEC 13-14 • ALL DROP-OFF
& PICK-UP TIMES • OUTSIDE
SL BUILDING
Holiday Boutique
DEC 17 • 11:30 AM DISMISSAL
FOR ALL LEVELS
Holiday Break Begins
JAN 3 • 8:30 AM
School Resumes

Forest Bluff
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Why Chores Are So Important at Home
HELPING DEVELOP YOUR CHILD'S SENSE OF BELONGING

Perhaps it is cliché to say that hard
work builds character, but to some
extent, it is true. As developmental
psychologist Dr. Thomas Lickona,
author of How to Raise Kind Kids,
wrote: "Our children won't become
responsible
unless
they
have
responsibility. And like everything
else, that starts in the home."

"NEVER HELP A CHILD
WITH A TASK AT
WHICH HE FEELS HE
CAN SUCCEED."
DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

Dr. Montessori said that work is the
way children create and build who
they are to become. It is the one thing
that helps bring about what she
called, "normalization." As adults, we
ourselves know about the benefits of
"finding
flow,"
about
which
psychologist Mihaly Czikszentmihalyi
(1934-2021) researched and wrote.
When we are in flow, the focused
work we do puts us in a state of mind
that brings us deep joy.

The children in our Young Children's

Secondary Level students continue

Communities are responsible for
their own space. The work they do

to do chores at school, and they are
as capable as we are of completing

depends
on
their
level
of
concentration, how well they are
acclimated to the environment, their

any task to help maintain the order
and beauty of their environment.

fine and gross motor skills, and their
language. Their Practical Life work
connects them to the environment.
In the Primary classroom, as soon as
a child notices something is out of
place or messy, she will tend to it.
Without any help, she retrieves the
dust pan and dust brush to sweep up
the dirt that fell from a child's work in
plant care.
In the Elementary classrooms,
teachers work with their students to
create job boards or cards with a
variety of classroom jobs to give out
at the end of the school day. They
work together to care for the
environment, since they have an
understanding that they all need to
contribute if their classroom is going
to remain well-kept and clean.

They are directly preparing to help
others in the larger world.
At home, you can support your
child's developing independence by
having them help out around the
house. When our child sees us
sweeping, they want to sweep with
us. In doing so, they will gain a sense
of self-worth, knowing they are a
vital part of their family's work.

"A CHILD WHO HAS FELT
A STRONG LOVE FOR HIS
SURROUNDINGS AND FOR
ALL LIVING CREATURES,
WHO HAS DISCOVERED
JOY AND ENTHUSIASM IN
WORK, GIVES US REASON
TO HOPE THAT
HUMANITY CAN DEVELOP
IN A NEW DIRECTION."
DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

