
M O V I N G  O N  F R O M  C O V I D

We are all hoping we will be able to return to a sense of normalcy soon.
Please know that we are extremely thoughtful about any changes we
make to our school policies. As a community, let us move forward with
respect and compassion for each other, despite any possible
disagreements we may have. We know that there are no universally-
accepted right answers in issues such as these. As you read in our email
of February 6, we are going to be going mask-optional beginning after
Winter Break. So by February 22, please let the office know if you would
like your child to wear a mask while at school. Thank you for your
partnership!

Things are beginning to move forward...
now what?
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DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A
PARENT LENDING LIBRARY?

Forest Bluff School has an extensive
library of parenting and child
development books and DVDs on our
Mezzanine. Feel free to visit it
whenever the School Office is open to
check out a book you might find
interesting or helpful. The library
covers a wide variety of topics,
including the Montessori method,
ideas on improving your child's  sleep
habits, and the dangers of too much
screen time, all aligned with
Montessori recommendations for the
optimal development of your child.

UPCOMING EVENTS
FEB 14-21
Winter Break - No School

FEB 22
School Resumes

T U I T I O N  R E - E N R O L L M E N T  F O R  T H E  2 0 2 2 - 2 3               
 S C H O O L  Y E A R  I S  D U E  F E B R U A R Y  1 1 .
Thank you for turning in your form & deposit promptly!

FEB 24 • 8:45 AM
Montessori from the Start 
Book Discussion (for 0-3 parents)

FEB 24 • 7:00 PM
Secondary Level 
Parent Evening

MARCH 1 • 6:00 PM
Montessori Today 
Book Discussion (for 6-12 parents)

We will be offering optional SHIELD saliva PCR testing to students if you would
like to have your child tested at any point. Testing will be available at no charge on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30 to 2 pm. If you opt to use this service,
please contact the office to let us know, and be sure you have a consent form on
file. Thank you!
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Transitions from One Level to the Next
H O W  W E  D E T E R M I N E  W H E N  A  C H I L D  I S  R E A D Y

"THE SPONTANEOUS URGE
TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT,

WHICH IS WITHIN THE CHILD,
DICTATES ITS OWN PACE. IT IS

THE PART OF A WISE AND
LOVING PARENT TO STAND
BY, TO WATCH THE LITTLE

ONE'S ACTIVITIES, TO
OBSERVE HIS GROWTH

RATHER THAN TO TRY TO
FORCE IT."

DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

When your child is ready to move on to
the next level, you will begin to see signs
that they are prepared to transition.

When a child turns three years old, they
are toilet trained and ready for more
complex work. We see that they want to
help younger children and that they are
more conversational. They also have an
increased awareness of their body and
are able to follow simple directions.

As a child nears six to six-and-a-half
years old, we notice a tendency toward
more interest in the social aspect of
their environment. Instead of working
on their own development, they are
now drawn to work in pairs or small
groups. They demonstrate the ability to
concentrate, are kind to others, and are
self-motivated.

If they have been at Forest Bluff since
they were in YCC, they already
understand our culture of respect and
hard work. Before a child moves from
the Primary to the Elementary, we look
for a few milestones to determine
whether a child is ready to transition.
Ideally, a child will know all their
phonograms and puzzle words and so is
able to read simple books and write
basic stories. They know all their cursive
letters  in   handwriting,  as  well  as   the 

beginnings of their math facts in
addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and sometimes division. They can count
by 2s, 5s, and 10s, and they have
learned all the countries in the puzzle
maps of the world. They are familiar
with the language of geometric shapes,
parts of the leaf, flower, and tree, and
the names of land and water forms.

The level of independence needed to
succeed in the Upper Elementary class
increases by the time they turn nine
years old. Because the work is more
demanding and the social interactions
more intense, Elementary children must

be able to manage their time. They
know their math facts and are ready to
move into more abstract concepts. They
know all the parts of speech and basic
punctuation and capitalization rules, as
well as the concepts of area and
volume, research basics, the
nomenclature associated with botany,
zoology, geometry, and world countries
and their capitals.

The transition into the Secondary Level
happens by invitation. Because our
Secondary Level program is so unique,
a child must have reached a certain
level of self-discipline and
independence. The class travels away
from home for ten to fourteen days,
working at a camp, dogsledding in
Minnesota, hiking and canoeing in
Wisconsin, and traveling to Washington,
D.C. By this time, the student
understands that the class functions as
a cohesive unit and that they are
responsible for each other. They show
good judgment and know how to deal
with deadlines. Once in the Secondary
Level, children study American history
and civics, more advanced vocabulary,
in-depth research, algebra, and
geometry, all so they are prepared to
enter high school as mature, kind,
responsible, intellectually curious
human beings.


