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ALUMNI PARENT PANEL
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 7:00 PM
Our upcoming Continuing Education
for Parents session is on Tuesday,
March 8 from 7:00-8:00 pm. We'll
have a panel of six alumni parents
who will speak about their
experiences at Forest Bluff as a
parent and answer your questions
about the influence a Forest Bluff
education had on their children. They
will share stories about their
children's experiences here, in high
school, in college, and beyond. It will
be an enjoyable and fun evening, and
we would love to see you all there!

Drama Performance June 2022
Our Elementary Drama Performance is beginning to come together. We plan
to have an in-person performance at Gorton Community Center on Friday,
June 3 at 6:30 pm, so mark your calendars and plan to attend! We will be
performing a show written by our Drama Directors of many years, Phyllis
and Max Mount and first performed by our students in 2010. This year's
production is called Skirt Tale and is about the first story ever written. Our
Director, McKenna Aikens, was our Assistant Director last year, so the
children know her well. She considers working with our Elementary students
a highlight of her year and is looking forward to coming down in April to hold
auditions and begin practicing for the fabulous Drama Week our students
experience at Gorton at the end of each school year.
We will be offering optional SHIELD saliva PCR testing to students if you would
like to have your child tested at any point. Testing will be available at no charge on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30 to 2 pm. If you opt to use this service,
please contact the office to let us know, and be sure you have a consent form on
file. Thank you!

Our Mother's Visit on May 7, 2022 is now a Parents Visit.
Come with your child anytime from 9:00-10:30 am that Saturday
so they may share with you the work they are doing at school.

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 8 • 7:00 PM
Alumni Parent Panel
Continuing Education Evening
MARCH 15 • 7:00 PM
Secondary Level
Open House for 9-12 Parents
MARCH 24 • 11:30 AM DISMISSAL
Spring Break Begins
APRIL 4 • 8:30 AM
School Resumes
APRIL 9 • 8:00 AM
Parent-Teacher Conferences
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Outdoor Time at Forest Bluff School
NATURE IS AS MUCH A TEACHER AS THEIR TEACHER

As Sir Ranulph Fiennes said, "There's no
such thing as bad weather, only
inappropriate clothing." Throughout the
last year and a half, Forest Bluff School
was able to remain in-person because
we spent so much of our time outside.
With your cooperation, the children
dressed in their warmest clothes
through the winters, working and eating
on their classroom patios and around
the prairie.
As you know, our mission is to help your
children grow into the kind of adults
who will be kind, compassionate,
respectful, and who contribute to the
society in which they live. Everything we
do has the goal of helping them develop
concentration, critical thinking, and
empathy.

"THE LAND IS WHERE OUR ROOTS
ARE. THE CHILDREN MUST BE
TAUGHT TO FEEL AND LIVE IN
HARMONY WITH THE EARTH."
- DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

A Montessori education encompasses
the entire world in which a child lives.
As infants, their world is their family and
home. Once they are in the Primary,
their world expands to their

classroom. In the Elementary, their
world includes the entire universe, so
Dr. Montessori referred to the
Elementary curriculum as Cosmic
Education.
The outdoors is a vital part of a child's
world, and an extensive study of nature
is done at Forest Bluff. We are fortunate
to have a beautiful prairie of native
species in which the children may
explore and work. In the Primary, the
children go outside with their Director
most days to observe and learn from
their surroundings. They also eat their
refreshment each morning out-of-doors
and in the nicer weather, they work on
the patio just outside their classroom.
A couple of weeks ago, the children
examined a red-tailed hawk perched in
the bushes outside the classrooms, as it
preyed upon a squirrel on the ground
before flying off to its next post.
Once Elementary students show
themselves to be responsible within the
school building, they are free to work
outside. They often expand their
research based on the lessons they
have had on parts of a flower, types of
leaves, parts of a seed, types of roots,
and on and on. They play together after
lunch every day, creating their own
games and figuring out the skills and
characteristics one needs to be part of a

team, playing cooperatively, celebrating
the effort rather than the win, and
building gross motor skills in group
exercises with their Director.

A CHILD, WHO MORE THAN
ANYONE ELSE IS A SPONTANEOUS
OBSERVER OF NATURE,
CERTAINLY NEEDS TO HAVE AT
HIS DISPOSAL MATERIAL UPON
WHICH HE CAN WORK.
- DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

The Upper Elementary class adds to this
daily time of outdoor play an entire
afternoon at the park weekly, playing
games together for a couple of hours.
In the Secondary Level, not only do they
play outdoors each day, but they also
have immersive experiences in nature
on their trips: tent-camping, dog
sledding, canoeing, hiking, building
structures, cross country skiing, ice
skating, and snowshoeing.
Nature calms us and helps us to focus,
while exciting our senses, says Richard
Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods.
However the children choose to spend
their time in the outdoors, they are
gaining a familiarity with the beauty of
their natural world, which will stay with
them forever.

