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WELCOME TO A NEW YEAR!
WE WELCOME OUR
NEW FAMILIES TO FBS
We are thrilled to be back in our
classrooms with your wonderful
children! Everyone seems eager
to begin a new school year. We
are also so happy to welcome the
families who are new to our
Forest Bluff School community!
We hope you were able to come
to our Welcome Parent Party and
first Continuing Parent Education
session, and we look forward to
seeing you at our coming events,
which will be listed monthly in
our newsletter.

Join Us at the Fall Prairie Picnic
On Saturday, September 24 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm, we will hold our
annual Fall Family Picnic at a farm. This is great fun, so please plan to join
us with your family! It will be held at the farm of one of our student's
grandparents in Grayslake. Our thanks to Sarah Back and Lucy Bickford,
our parent coordinators, as well as Alison Ranney's parents, George and
Vicky Ranney, for hosting us that day.
Please bring a picnic for your family, as well as a blanket on which to sit.
The children will love seeing and playing with their friends in the fall air, and
parents will enjoy visiting old and new friends from our amazing school
community.
The Ranney Farm is 8 miles from Forest Bluff School. It takes about 15
minutes to get there from Lake Bluff. Once on Casey Road, it is the only
driveway to the north between Almond Road and Route 45. You will see a
white farmhouse, barn, and outbuildings at the end of a long driveway.
Please park on either side of driveway and walk up to the house and barn.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR FALL BOOK FAIR
ON OCTOBER 20 & 21 AT FOREST BLUFF SCHOOL!

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPT 24 • 11 AM - 1 PM
Fall Prairie Picnic
Ranney Farm, Grayslake
SEPT 27 • 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Continuing Parent Education
Language & Literacy
OCT 11 • 7:00 - 8:30 PM
Continuing Parent Education
Montessori Exploration
OCTOBER 20 - 21
Fall Book Fair
Main Hallway at FBS
Put on by Lake Forest Book Store
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HOW DO CHILDREN LEARN TO READ?
S T R U C T U R E D

L I T E R A C Y

I N

"If education is always to be conceived
along the same antiquated lines of a mere
transmission of knowledge, there is little to
be hoped from it in the bettering of man’s
future. For what is the use of transmitting
knowledge if the individual’s total
development lags behind?"
- DR. MARIA MONTESSORI
Dr. Maria Montessori, as we continue to find, was ahead of
her time in so many ways. She observed children
scientifically to discover their needs, and then developed
materials to satisfy those needs. We teach reading in
exactly the way experts today recommend—structured
literacy—and have for over 100 years.
When your child is in the Young Children's Community, we
read high quality literature to them, making sure they hear
beautiful rhyming patterns and rhythms in poetry and song.
We utilize realistic language, giving the names of real
objects so the children move from the concrete to the
abstract. The figure of a cat in the classroom translates to
the idea of their cat at home.
In the Primary (3-6 years old), we introduce very specific
Montessori materials, such as the Sandpaper Letters and
Moveable Alphabet to introduce the sounds they hear and
produce all around them. We play sound games with them,
to get them to hear and isolate the first, last, and then
middle sounds in a word. They learn phonograms, such as
ng, the sound at the end of "ring," as well as puzzle words,
such as to. When they have all these building blocks—like
puzzle pieces—there is an explosion into reading. Reading
is not innate, but with repetition and practice, it will come.

A

M O N T E S S O R I

S E T T I N G

Dr. Montessori said the Sensitive Period for Language is
between 2.5 and 6 years old, so it's vital that children
learn these tools when they are in the Primary class.
Children learn to read through repetition cloaked in rich
and beautiful stories and illustrations, so be sure to
include exceptional books, music, and conversations in
your home life.
When your child moves up to the Lower Elementary
level, around age 6, if needed, phonogram and puzzle
word instruction continues, and spelling rules are
introduced. Word study includes etymology, and the
grammar boxes and logical analysis work assist in their
knowledge of grammar. The children also have silent
reading time each day at school, during which time the
Director sits with children to assess and assist them in
their reading, if needed. It is during this time that full
reading fluency comes to the child. Reading
comprehension is also assessed throughout the
Elementary and Secondary Levels.
In the Upper Elementary classroom (ages 9-12), the child
goes into more depth with sentence analysis. They also
develop a real love of literature and do more creative
writing. They begin the process of peer editing, which
continues and expands in the Secondary Level
classroom. This is the time we want to be careful to
continue encouraging their love of reading, by elevating
the work and connecting them to adult-level literature.
Come to our Continuing Parent Education session on
September 27 to learn more about this interesting topic.

"One test of the correctness of educational
procedure is the happiness of the child."
- DR. MARIA MONTESSORI

